(Her Majesty was a fan of the guitar concerto by Rodrigo). He played also for His Highness General Sheikh Maktoum in Dubai and also in London for Their Excellencies Ambassadors of Spain, Colombia, Israel and Germany. He has also been heard by a number of prominent personalities around the globe; Elizabeth Taylor the film-star, President Clinton and Prime Minister Blair and he has appeared alongside many tv-radio stars. 
His story is told in his documentary book; HAVE GUITAR, WILL TRAVEL in which he recounts the millions of miles, faces, places he has been and his near-death adventures where a killer, escaping the Police, threatens him; in Belfast, a petrol-bomb explodes near his taxi and he is almost shot by the Army; in the USSR, he is followed for a whole week by a spy-ring who try to blackmail him. 
He lives today in West Manchester with 3 cats and he still tours the world in addition to writing on musical matters for leading journals. He has composed and arranged many works for guitar including the very special Scottish work in this evening’s programme, Neil Gow’s Shadow. He also lectures and writes on the Soviet Union since long before his guitar-days, he was a rocket-engineer for the MoD and before and after his visits to the east, he made a special study of our Cold War opponent. CDs and books will be on sale...he can also describe some of his travel stories if requested.
The North East Scotland Classical Guitar Society meets every month to promote the interests of classical guitar in this area.  Opportunities to play in groups & solo are interspersed with lectures, DVD evenings, etc.  Come and join in!
www.nescgs.co.uk or 01467 642729
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North East Scotland Classical Guitar Society
Inaugural Concert
Neil Smith - Classical Guitar

In Concert

Kemnay Church Hall

Friday May 12 @ 8:00

PROGRAMME

NESCGS gratefully acknowledge funding support from Gordon Forum for the Arts
Programme
DANZA MORA............Hispanic/Anon 1st Millennium

DOS DANZAS...........Enrique Granados, 1867-1916

CAPRICHO ARABE

GRAN JOTA.............Francisco Tarrega, 1852-1909

PRAGUE; 1968 TARANTO (to Neil Smith)
 ......Stepan Rak, born 1945

NEIL GOW’S SHADOW ......................arr Neil Smith

INTERVAL

3 SPANISH PIECES..........Isaac Albeniz, 1860-1909

FLAMENCO DANCES ........................arr Neil Smith

MUSIC OF THE AMERICAS.....selected pieces by Morel, Brouwer, Cardoso, Reis, Pernambuco and Dyen

NEIL SMITH is one of the UK’s top guitarists having given concerts in 40 nations; the Far East, the Middle East, Russia, all of Europe and Scandinavia and the Americas.  
His early studies took place in Manchester and London with pupils of the great Llobet and of Segovia and he later studied with John Duarte and obtained a Scott Scholarship to study in Canada with Leo Brouwer and Alirio Diaz. On his return to the UK, he gave his Wigmore Debut to great critical acclaim and he appeared on national tv and on BBC Radio 1,2,3 and 4. In this context, he was a featured guitarist on Lisa Stansfield!s first album; on Radio 3, he was featured many times in the series The Classical Guitar and on 2 and 4, he did much music for plays/drama including the entire music for an Easter Play. His tours began in Europe under the baton of Sir Simon Rattle and in 1983, he played the Scottish Proms in Aberdeen under the baton of Sir Alexander Gibson. His first LP record Classical Guitar was Pick of the Month in two national journals and he has since made cassettes and CDs, the most recent of which sold out after a glowing review in The Times. His Vista del Sur CD won an award and sold out world-wide. In 1983, he opened the new Barbican season on a programme with the greats; Rostropovich and Segovia and he returned many times to London to the Royal Festival Hall, the Queen Elizabeth Hall and the Purcell Room and Broadcasting House. 
His debut in the USA in 1985 drew a standing ovation and led to coast-to-coast tours. He then toured behind the Iron Curtain, on one occasion, he broadcast to over 45 million listeners in the USSR and he played a special concert for the Red Army in the region of Transylvania. He has given Master-classes in 17 countries including Spain, a rare honour for a visitor. In August 2000, was invited to play the "Date of the Year; at Glamis Castle for the 100th birthday of Her Majesty, The Queen Mother.
